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AMEMBASSY SUVA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 01996 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, MARR, MOPS, FJ, LE, IS 
SUBJECT: UNIFIL: FIJI CONTINGENT PREPARATION 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH POLMIN AT A SOCIAL FUNCTION MAY 
16, FIJI PERM REP VUNIBOBO REPORTED THAT THE FIJI UNIFIL 
CONTINGENT HAS JUST ABOUT COMPLETED ITS PREPARATIONS 
FOR JOINING UNIFIL IN LEBANON. HE SAID HE HAD NO INVOLVE- 
MENT IN THE MILITARY PREPARATION OF THE CONTINGENT, BUT 

HE HAD ASKED HIS GOVERNMENT FOR ORDERS TO RETURN HOME BE- 
FORE THE CONTINGENT'S DEPARTURE TO PERMIT HIM TO BRIEF 
THE CONTINGENT'S OFFICERS ON THE POLITICAL BACKGROUND OF 
UNIFIL S MISSION. HE SAID IT WAS HIS EXPERIENCE WITH 
FIJI’S PARTICIPATION IN THE MALAYSIAN UN OPERATION SOME 
YEARS AGO THAT THE MILITARY OFFICERS PERFORMED BETTER WITH 
A FULL UNDERSTANDING OF THE BACKGROUND SURROUNDING THE 
MISSION THEY ARE ASKED TO UNDERTAKE. 

2. POLMIN COMPLIMENTED VUNIBOBO ON THE WISDOM OF HIS IN- 
STINCT AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT HE WOULD INDEED HAVE AN 
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OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF THE FIJI CONTINGENT. WE OFFERED VUN- 
IBOBO ANY FURTHER BACKGROUND DISCUSSION WITH USUN THAT HE 
MIGHT THINK USEFUL FOR THIS PURPOSE, AND VUNIBOBO SAID HE 
WOULD PROBABLY BE IN TOUCH. 

3. AS HE USUALLY DOES WHEN DISCUSSING FIJI'S UNIFIL 
COMMITMENT, VUNIBOBO SPOKE AT LENGTH OF THEIR NATIONAL 
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PRIDE IN THIS PARTICIPATION AND THE ILLUSTRIOUS RECORD 
CREATED BY THE FIJI CONTINGENT IN MALAYSIA. HE WAS ALMOST 
EQUALLY PROUD OF THE OUTSTANDING INTRA-MURAL SPORTS RECORD 
THE FIJIAN UN CONTINGENT LEFT IN MALAYSIA. LEONARD 
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